Guiding Questions for the focus areas of the X Session of the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing: Education, training, life-long learning and capacity-building

National Legal Framework

1. In your country/region, how is the right to education, training, life-long learning and capacity building in older age guaranteed in legal and policy frameworks?
State policy related to senior citizens is carried out in accordance with national legislation. The rights of senior citizens are enshrined in the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic, pension legislation, legislation on war veterans, armed forces and home front workers, legislation on social services for the population, and legislation on senior citizens in the Kyrgyz Republic.

- The Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On the Principles of Social Services for the Population in the Kyrgyz Republic”;

- Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On Senior Citizens in the Kyrgyz Republic”;

- Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On State Pension Social Insurance”;

- Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On State Benefits in the Kyrgyz Republic”;

- Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On State Social Order”;

- International Madrid Plan of Action on Aging (2002)
             Senior citizens in the Kyrgyz Republic  are considered  women over 58 years old,  

             men 63 years old.
Availability, Accessibility and Adaptability

2. What are the key issues and challenges faced by older persons in your country/region

with regard to the enjoyment of all levels of quality education, training, life-long learning, and capacity building services1?
-- lack of conditions for training  and retraining, education and employment of senior citizens.

3. What steps have been taken to ensure that education, training, life-long learning, and capacity building services are available and accessible to all older persons, adapted to their needs, suited to their preferences and motivations, and of high quality?

-According to Article 21 of the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On Older Citizens in the Kyrgyz Republic”, the state guarantees senior citizens the creation of the necessary conditions for access to information, education, training and retraining free of charge and without age restriction. State bodies and local governments assist senior citizens in the realization of their right to engage in labor and economic activity.

4. In your country/region, are there studies and/or data available on the access of older persons to the right to education, training, life-long learning and capacity building in older age?

-Yes, there are.  At the initiative of the Ministry, with the support of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), a large-scale study of the aging process in Kyrgyzstan was conducted by  the National Statistics Committee (4000 households with 50+ (plus) people were involved into survey and a  database was created).

Based on the results of the survey, the interdepartmental working group prepared a draft of  National Integrated Program to improve the quality of life of senior citizens in  the Kyrgyz Republic for 2018-2027, including analysis and assessment of current development trends, the legislative framework, analysis of the current situation based on the research, strategic goals, objectives and principles , monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the Program and Plan of Action.
Equality and non-discrimination

5. In your country, is age one of the prohibited grounds for discrimination in relation to education in older age?

-According to Article 16 of the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic, no one can be discriminated on the basis of gender, race, language, disability, ethnicity, religion, age, political or other beliefs, education, origin, property or other status, as well as other circumstances.

Special measures established by law and aimed at ensuring equal opportunities for different social groups in accordance with international obligations do not constitute discrimination.

In accordance with Article 31 of the  Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic it is prohibited to  promote  national, ethnic, racial, religious hatred, gender and other social superiority, calling for discrimination, hostility or violence.

Article 45. The Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic states that everyone has the right to education.

Accountability

6. What mechanisms are necessary, or already in place, for older persons to lodge complaints and seek redress for denial of their right to education, training, lifelong learning and capacity building?


In accordance with Article 17 of the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On Older Citizens in the 
 Kyrgyz Republic”, the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of senior citizens are 
protected by the state in legal or other form established by the legislation of the 
Kyrgyz Republic.

Officials of state bodies and bodies of local self-government, as well as citizens of the 
Kyrgyz Republic, those who violate the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of senior 
citizens are liable in the form established by the legislation of the Kyrgyz Republic.

Based on the application of a senior citizen in the absence of his material resources, the 
state provides him with   free legal assistance.

The legal regulation of relations connected with the realization  of the right of everyone
 to appeal to state bodies and local self-government bodies, as well as the procedure for 
considering citizens' appeals by state bodies, local self-government bodies and officials is
 regulated by the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On the Procedure for Considering Citizens’ 
Applications”. According to article 8 of this law, the appeal of citizens, including senior 
citizens, received by a state body, local government body or official in accordance with 
their competence is considered within 14 working days from the day the application is 
registered.

1 including for example: literacy and numeracy programmes; adult education; vocational and professional training; higher education; information and communication technologies (ICT); and informal, recreational and community-based programmes, including volunteering
